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Amendments to the Abstract: 

Please replace the abstract witti the following amended! abstract: 

ABSTRACT 

An optical data throughput protectiou switch is provide d. Tho optical data throughput 
protoction owitch which provides access to a data*carrying first optical path in a manner which 
also protects the data from interference from equipment utilizing said access, and eliminates 
, provideo for tho oliipination of optical connectors along the first optical path. The optical data 
1 throughput protection switch coDsistg of a controllable switch and includes a controlling 
^ means[[,]] and ^ a controllable switch which is optically coupled to a the first optical path 
oanyine data throughput, an d also optically coupled to the termination of a second optical path. 
The controllable switch is controlled by the controlling means and fimctions to enable and 
disable optical coupling between the termination of the second optical path and the first optical 
path. ThiQ TTifly be nnntrnllod e^cted in stieh a manner that the allows controllabl e switch allows 
access to the first optical path when there is no data traffic thereon on th o firot - ^ptical path , and 
. denies access to tho first - optical path thereto when data is presen t, Thc^ resul ting in is that the 
data throughput on the first optical path can bo oontrollably being protected &om signals of the 
second optical path. 
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